Autumn Term 2¦2019-2020
OUR HEADLINES
Investors In People
nasen Secondary Provision Award
Trim Trail
Changing States of Matter
English Gothic Poetry
Christmas Carol Service
Student Council
Christmas Market
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Message from Head of School
As we come to the end of the Autumn term we are busy planning preparations for Christmas
celebrations and the new school year.
This term Landgate School has been nominated for 4 external awards.
Shortlisted for;
• The Educate Awards held at Liverpool Cathedral – Best STEM project of the Year.
• The regional Greater Manchester Sports Awards at The Emirates Cricket Ground, Old Trafford.
Winners of;
• The Believe, Wigan PE & Sports Awards at the DW Stadium – winners of The Martin Lynn
Commitment to PE & Sports category.
• The National nasen awards at The Waldorf Hilton, London – Secondary Provision Award.
We have also celebrated a number of ‘firsts’ this term;
Landgate School is very proud to announce Investors in People Gold Status.
Our first Landgate Dot Day, developing learner creativity and self confidence in Art.
Our first Christmas Carol Service at St Thomas’ Church in Ashton, where learners and their
families celebrated Christmas together.
Next steps for the outdoor environment;
Parking - Further extension of parking provision by creating additional space at the side of
school, it is envisaged that an additional 12 places will be available, parents and visitors to
school are always welcome to use school parking.
Landgate learners and staff would like to say a massive thankyou to Stuart from SED Services
(Landgate Farm), for his kind donation of 100 selection boxes for all the learners in school, and
for offering a member of his staff to be Landgate’s Christmas Santa on Thursday
19th December. Thank you so much for your generosity!
Lastly we would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

What’s been happening at Landgate this term?
Over October half term we had new play equipment
installed on the trim trail. Learners really enjoy
accessing the equipment at playtimes and lunchtime.
Learners of all ages are using great communication skills to
support each other when using the play equipment.
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2B looked at ‘changing states of matter’ through
heating.
The learners used eggs as their investigation and
cooked the eggs to change them from a liquid to a
solid. Throughout each stage the learners measured
the change in temperature and recorded the state of
matter. To end their science morning, the learners put
eggs in vinegar and predicted what changes would
be visible after it had been left over the weekend.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2B continued their topic ‘changing states of matter’ in their
Science lesson. Each group was given a list of equipment and
step by step instructions to follow without being told what the end
result would be.
It was a lovely surprise when all the learners realised they had
turned milk into delicious ice cream.

3B made rainbow pizzas in their Cooking and Nutrition
lessons. Learners used different skills including mixing,
rolling and peeling when making their pizzas.

This half term our College students enjoyed visits to Space providing a high
quality multi-sensory experience.
Students investigated cause and effect within an adult sensory environment
promoting relaxation and mindfulness.

In Science, 2D completed some fantastic work
exploring and experimenting with different
magnets.
Learners predicted which magnet would be the
strongest.
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3A and 3B enjoyed visiting a local
graveyard as part of their English
gothic poetry work.
Learners looked at different
gravestones and their messages,
they then used a template to
record four of their favourite
gravestone messages.
In Geography Key stage 1 learners were learning about the UK with
a focus on Ireland.
The learners enjoyed listening to stories and facts about Ireland, and
then making lucky Leprechaun pictures with pots of gold at the end
of the rainbow.
In their Art class, 3C have looked at the work of artist Yayoi Kusama
and created work inspired by her.
Everyone enjoyed exploring the pumpkins, painting them and then
adding dots. Fabulous work!
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Reception have been learning about Nursery Rhymes.
Learners enjoyed different activities related to the nursery
rhyme ‘Incy Wincy Spider’. Activities included washing chalk
spiders away, looking at sensory bags, washing spiders down
a drain pipe, and mark making.
………………………………………..
In STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) learners in
Keystage 1 enjoyed making structures. Learners used sweets and cocktail
sticks to create their own structure.

Learners in 2D have been investigating festivals of light in RE.
This week they have learned about the Hindu festival of Diwali
and made their own Diwali lamps.
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The whole school attended and participated in a Christmas carol service led by Jan and
Kelvin at St Thomas' Church Ashton.
We all enjoyed singing Christmas carols such as ‘Away in a Manger’ where a learner from
each class brought a character to the front of church to dress the crib.
First Foundations performed ‘Little Donkey’ as part of their Nativity Scene; this was then
followed by a procession around church with Timmy to ‘Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer’.
Each class made a decoration for the church tree with a prayer on and during the song ‘We
Wish You a Merry Christmas’, one learner from each class hung their decoration on the tree.
Mince pies, biscuits and drinks were served after the service for all learners, parents and guests.
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the service. We would like to thank everyone for attending and
participating and also thank Joanna Wooff for all her hard work in organising the event.

Thanks to everyone that supported us at our Christmas market,
it was fantastic and we all had a great time! College students
past and present helped out, selling products made by the
students in College!
Also a massive thank you to The Hamlet for being great host
and putting on such a lovely event.
Keith Orrell from the “Lets sing” project came into school to run a session with
a group of learners.
Learners of all ages took part in the session and had a wonderful time.
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Achievements this half term

Star Swimmer

OT Tip
Scissor Skills

Jake B

Cutting requires the mastery of several skills,
including good hand strength and being able to use both
hands together.

Sensory Star
Matthew L
Matthew has gained
confidence each week and is
now recalling the sequence of
the circuit independently,
challenging himself a little more
each week, and completing his
own evaluation at the end.
Well done, Matthew!

Primary Pastoral Award
Bobby T
Primary pastoral award goes to
Bobby Taylor for excellent
regulating his behaviours at
home and at school, becoming
more aware of his environment,
engaging positively with adults.
Fantastic work Bobby.

Secondary Pastoral Award
Finnula B
Finnula has really started to
show us her true self, she is kind,
caring and considerate.
A real role model.

Elf Day 2019– Staff and learners enjoyed
dressing up as Elf’s to help raise awareness
and money for Alzheimer’s. Contributions
received for the charity came to £112.58.

Always ensure that the child is in a good seated
position with feet supported for cutting. It is easier for right
handed learners to cut anti-clockwise, and for left handed
learners to cut clockwise.
To develop skills try: cutting playdoh, straws and
card - this is easier than cutting paper.
School Council produced artwork of the
new Landgate logo and used their artwork
as part of their presentation when
presenting our rebrand with Oakfield
Student Council to Governors.
Well Done Everyone.

Achievement Awards earned 3160.
Please enquire at the school office or through home school
diaries, if you would like to set up a Class Dojo account to share
your child’s achievements throughout the school day.

Do you follow us on Facebook and Twitter?
Social Media is excellent for school to connect with families
and to share information rapidly about what is happening
in school.
Search for:
Landgate School
@LandgateSchool
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Attendance
Autumn 1 2018 –2019
Whole school attendance is 92.3%
3A and 2B had highest attendance, both above 97.3%.

Importance of Learner Attendance
In order for your child to retain a good attendance record and one that does not fall below the
Persistent Absence threshold, as defined by the Department for Education (DfE), your child
should be in school by 8.45am each day, for Class/Form Registration.
All learner absences should be reported on the first day of your child’s absence, directly to the
School Administration Office at Landgate. For your convenience, school has an automated
response machine if you are reporting a learner absence, outside of school office hours (8am 4pm).

Reading News
Please remember to read three times a week at home as part of your homework.
Record this in your reading record book and bring it into school on Tuesdays to collect your
Dojo Achievement Award points. You are awarded 1 for bringing in your book and 5 for
reading at home.

Breakfast Club/Attendance Registers
Breakfast Club runs from 8.45 am until 9.00am.


A half termly payment of: £4.50



A termly payment of: £9.00



A yearly payment of: £27.00

Parent contributions are greatly appreciated and equate to less than 15p/day for your child’s
breakfast.
Breakfast Items on offer: Toast, Cornflakes, Rice Crispies, Fruit, Yoghurt, Milk, Juice and Water.
Breakfast sessions encourage healthy breakfast choices and promotes understanding of life
skills, in addition to providing learners the opportunity to participate in group communication,
with their peers and school staff.
The Best Start to the Day Club takes place Monday and Wednesday during registration, this is
for identified Pupil Premium learners and Non-Pupil Premium learners who benefit from a
quieter setting. As in all breakfast sessions, learners are encouraged to take part in
conversations, be independent and help others.
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Parent Group is an informal support group
for parents and carers of current Landgate
learners.
If you need any further information about
Parent Group, please contact the school
main office. We hope that you can join us
and we look forward to seeing
you there!
A few reminders..
Names in clothes
Please remember to put names in your
children’s clothes, ties and coats to help your
child develop independence in caring for
their own belongings.
PE Kits
Please remember to return any PE kits, this is
really helpful for our PE lessons so that the
learner has a change of clothing. Thank you
Class Dojo
If you would like to sign up to Class Dojo and
hear about your child’s achievements
throughout the day, please enquire at the
office.
Finally
We hope you all have a fantastic Christmas
holiday!
Landgate’s holiday list can also be
viewed via our website:
www.landgateschool.co.uk

Holiday Dates
Spring Term 2020
Start
Finish

Monday 6th January
Friday 14th February

Half Term Holiday Monday 17th February to
Friday 21st February
Start
Finish

Monday 24th February
Friday 3rd April

Easter Holiday Monday 6th April to Friday 17th
April

Summer Term 2020
Start
Finish

Tuesday 21st April
Thursday 7th May

Bank Holiday

Friday 8th May

Start
Finish

Monday 11tth May
Friday 22nd May

Half Term Holiday Monday 25th May to Friday
29th May
Start
Finish

Monday 1st June
Friday 17th July

