
 

English Policy 

 

Aim: 

 

The aim of English is to promote high standards of language, literacy, and communication 

by equipping learners with the skills, knowledge and understanding to communicate 

through which ever means is appropriate to them. We aim to improve writing skills and to 

develop a love of literature through reading for enjoyment.  

 

Objectives:  

 

We aim to ensure that all learners are able to: 

 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information, 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

• write clearly, accurately, and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for 

a range of contexts, purposes, and audiences 

• use discussion/ communication in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and 

clearly explain their understanding and ideas 

• become competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others, and participating in debate 

 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

 

Spoken Language  

 

• To encourage learners to develop a communication method that allows them to 

express their emotions, needs and desires effectively 

• To encourage learners to develop listening skills which allow them to understand the 

world around them and interact with others 

• To encourage learners to use discussion to probe and remedy their misconceptions 

• To participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the 

artistic practice of drama, poetry and public speaking 

• To develop a wide vocabulary and knowledge of grammar and linguistics to enable 

them to make their thinking clear to themselves as well as to others  

 

Reading  

 

• To develop learners’ enjoyment and interest in literature and appreciation of its 

contribution to everyday life 

• To develop a knowledge and appreciation of the contribution made by famous 

authors to language and literature including those from other cultures 

• To build a phonetic knowledge that will allow them to read written language in many 

different forms and further develop enjoyment in literature 

• To build fluency in reading familiar words and speed in decoding unfamiliar words 

• To develop learners’ comprehension through reading a wide range of texts including 

fiction, non-fiction and poetry and discussing them 

• To apply reading skills to support learning across the curriculum and to develop 

knowledge of themselves 

• To develop a capacity to explain their understanding of books and other reading, and 

to prepare their ideas before they write 

 

 



Writing  

 

• To enable learners to apply their phonetic knowledge to communicate in a written 

form  

• To build composition skills to plan, revise and evaluate their writing 

• To develop a thorough knowledge of the relationship between sounds and letters so 

that learners can fluently and effectively transcribe their thoughts 

• To develop a range of skills to order and organise ideas coherently for a range of 

readers and audiences 

• To develop legible, fluent, and speedy handwriting  

• To develop learners’ use of ICT in their English studies  

• To give learners opportunities to use ICT to record their work and to store writing for 

future retrieval throughout their English studies 

 

EYFS 

 

At Landgate, learners who are working within the Early Years Foundation Stage, are 

assessed using The Development Matters and Early Learning Goals. EYFS learners access 

multiple English sessions every day and these are planned and delivered by the lead class 

teacher. 

 

Key Stage 1 & 2 

 

Primary learners are assessed against Primary Learning Ladders.  Primary classes 

participate in daily English sessions enabling them to acquire, develop and apply their 

learning.  

 

Key Stage 3 

 

Learners are assessed against Flight Paths.  Learners are placed onto a pathway 

dependent on their English skills and knowledge, ensuring personalised learning. Key Stage 

3 learners access between three and four English lessons a week. 

 

Key Stage 4 

 

Learners currently study English via AQA either Pre-entry Level accredited units or Entry 

Level 1- 3. All include the study of Spoken Language, Reading and Writing which are 

assessed via three externally set assessments. Key Stage 4 learners access English three 

times a week.  

 

Key Stage 5 

 

Learners continue to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of English through 

a functional skills curriculum offer.  

 

Monitoring Arrangements 

 

The aims of our monitoring and evaluating are to ensure that: 

 

Self-evaluation and review are based on an organised and structured programme of 

collecting, analysing and interpreting information about all aspects of English. 

Monitoring and evaluation are undertaken to help Landgate School and College: 

 

• Promote excellent learning and teaching in English. 

• Ensures first-class planning and delivery of the curriculum. 

• Identify the strengths and needs for professional development. 

• Offer an opportunity to celebrate progress and success. 



• Ensure that every child is making good progress and is appropriately challenged to 

reach their full potential. 

• Identify specific areas which need to be looked at/updated to ensure progression 

throughout the school. 

 

The Head of School and Leadership Team will: 

 

• Monitor the subject through the Landgate self-evaluation and monitoring schedule 

which are reviewed annually 

 

Governors will: 

 

• Monitor the work of each subject through the Landgate self-evaluation and 

monitoring schedule which includes a timetable of Subject meetings and a Subject 

Leader’s report to governors, which are reviewed annually 

 

Subject Leaders will: 

 

• Will complete departmental SES in line with each data input. 

• Self-Evaluation will take place through whole school systems of scheduled link 

meetings with staff, SLT and Governors. 

• Monitor/moderate through work sampling, learning walks and lesson observations. 

• Review/update assessment systems based on suitability of use. 

• Review/update Long Term Planning based on suitability of use. 

• Create/update and review a Subject Development Plan 

• Monitor the impact of a subject budget. 

• Purchase and organise resources. 

• Monitor the impact of significant developments. 

• Review/update risk assessments. 

• Analyse data. 

 

Links to policies: 

 

• Teaching and Learning  

• Behaviour for Learning  

• Assessment for learning  

• Handwriting Policy 

• Marking 

• Homework  

• Educational Visits 
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