
 

 

 

Humanities Policy 

 

 

Aim:  

 

At Landgate School we believe that Humanities extends the knowledge and 

understanding of the world in which we live. Our aim is to develop the thinking skills 

of learners and the ability to recognise the effects of people, places and events on 

their surroundings and the wider world.  

 

Objectives:  

 

At Landgate we:  

 

• Support learners to develop Geographical and Historical knowledge and 

understanding of Britain and the wider world 

• Introduce learners to the skills that Historians and Geographers use 

• Support learners to interpret historical sources, problem solve and make their 

own judgements  

• Stimulate interest in, and an appreciation of, the world around us  

• Support learners to gain a greater understanding of the culture of people 

from other places and periods of time and how these have affected the 

choices they make and impacts on learners’ lives 

• Develop a learner’s sense of responsibility for the care of earth and its people  

• Develop a learner’s sense of identity and belonging  

• Develop learners’ ability to communicate historical and geographical 

knowledge using appropriate vocabulary and techniques  

 

EYFS 

 

Within Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) the beginnings of humanities 

predominantly lie within the area of learning ‘Understanding the World’. During their 

time in reception, through a combination of learner initiated and adult led activities, 

learners are exposed to opportunities to increase their curiosity, knowledge and 

understanding of our world.  

 

Within the continuous provision environment, both inside and outside, learners are 

provided with practical, exciting and purposeful opportunities including; Looking at 

different cultures and places around the world, seasons, physical geography, going 

for walks in local environments, past events like Remembrance Day and Bonfire 

Night. 

 

Key Stage 1  

 

At Landgate each learner has an identified stage on the learning ladder assessment 

system. Each learner is set aspirational targets and an individual learning plan to 

build their knowledge of the world around them and its History. Learners access the 

curriculum through strategies including role play, stories, ICT input (Videos, Google 

Earth, and websites), sensory experiences, exploring artefacts and external visits. 

Learning through play in Key Stage one increases learner’s engagement and allows 

the theme to be fully explored and embedded into the wider curriculum.  

 

 

 



 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  

 

History 

 

• Changes within living memory - Family History, Toys 

• Significant National Events - How we remember, The Great Fire of London  

• Significant People - The History of Florence Nightingale (Timeline), Great 

Explorers  

• Local History – School/Bryn, Wigan  

• Significant Global Events - Christopher Columbus (Timeline), Travel and 

Transport  

•  Life in different Periods – Victorians, Tudors  

 

Geography 

 

• Place Knowledge - Our School, our local area, Africa, Visit China 

• Locational Knowledge – Our country, coasts, oceans and seas, Around the 

world 

• Human and physical – Life in the city, Polar adventure, Weather around the 

world  

• Geography skills and field work – maps  

 

Key Stage 2  

 

At Landgate each learner is identified a stage on a learning ladder assessment 

system. Each learner is set an aspirational target and an individual learning plan to 

build their knowledge of the world around them and its History. Learners access the 

curriculum through strategies including role play, stories, ICT input (Videos, Google 

Earth, websites), sensory experiences, exploring artefacts and external visits. Learners 

are encouraged to be actively involved in their learning and the learning of others.  

 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  

 

History 

 

• Ancient Civilizations - Ancient Greece, Egyptians, Shang Dynasty, Indus 

Valley, Mayan civilization  

• Ancient Britain – Iron age, Stone age, Bronze age, Skara Brae 

• Invaders – Vikings, Anglo-Saxons, Romans  

• Life for people in the - Tudor period, Victorian Period  

• Railways  

• Life of Henry VIII (timeline)  

• Modern History - WW1, WW2, Elizabeth 11, 20th Century Entertainment  

• Local History – Buildings, Daily Lives, Industry, War  

 

Geography 

 

• Mountain ranges of UK 

• The World – deserts, rivers, rainforest, oceans, coasts, weather and climate, 

plants, natural resources  

• Countries – Iceland, Italy, Scandinavia, Brazil, India 

• Comparisons - UK vs Mexico, UK vs Iceland, UK vs Spain 

• Continental Studies – South America, Europe, North America 

• Local Area –, Geographical Features, Waterways, Maps, fieldwork  

 

 



 

Key Stage 3 

 

At Landgate each learner is identified a learning flight path. Each learner is set an 

aspirational target and an individual learning plan to develop a sense of identify 

through understanding Britain and the wider world. Teaching methods include those 

related to drama, music, art, sensory exploration, interpretation of pictures, artefacts 

and photographs. Learners take an active role in their own learning through peer 

assessment, self-assessment and through taking part in discussions with their peers. 

 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

 

History 

• Historical Enquiry - Romans (Britain before 1066)  

• Medieval Britain (1066-1509) 

- Norman Conquest 

- The war of the Roses: Henry VII and attempts to restore stability 

- The Black death and its social and economic impact  

•  1509-1745  

- James l 

- The Elizabethan religious settlement and conflict with Catholics 

including Scotland, Spain and Ireland. (Timeline) 

- The first colony in America and first contact with India   

• 1745-1901  

- Industrial Age Modernisation of the world 

- Development of the British Empire   

- The French revolution 

- Slave Trade  

• 1901- Present day 

- The fall of the British Empire  

- WW1  

- WW2  

- Women’s suffrage- changes in Britain  

• Local study Liverpool: How has Liverpool been shaped by its history?  

• Local History study – Industry 

• Study of significant issue in world history   

• USA in the 20th Century  

 

Geography  

• Africa, Russia, Asia (including China and India) 

• Regions within Africa and Asia, Middle East  

• International development and economic activity 

• Population and urbanisation 

• Rivers, Coasts, Rainforests  

• Climate Change, Weather and climate  

• Global resources  

• Local environmental study 

• Glaciation and global challenge 

• Plates tectonic, volcanoes and earthquakes  

• Ecosystems and Urbanisation 

 

Key stage 4  

At Landgate Humanities is taught via appropriately challenging 

accreditations which range from Pre-Entry to Entry Level 3. Themes are taken from 

the OCR curriculum and AQA units of work.   

 

 



 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

 

History  

• Develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key 

events, periods and societies in local, British and wider world history  

• Develop and extend their knowledge of the wide diversity of human 

experience and engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent 

learners and as critical and reflective thinkers 

• Develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate 

issues critically and to make valid historical claims by using a range of sources 

in their historical context  

• Develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been 

accorded historical significance and how and why different interpretations 

have been constructed about them  

• Organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in 

different ways and reach substantiated conclusions. 

 

Geography  

• Develop their knowledge of locations, places and environments and of 

different scales (know geographical material)  

• Gain understanding of the connections between people and environments, 

and change in places over time (think like a geographer) 

• Develop a range of skills including those used in fieldwork (study like a 

geographer)  

• Apply geographical knowledge and understanding to real world contexts, 

including fieldwork (applying geography). 

 

Parental Engagement  

 

Parental engagement sessions can be held to inform and support parents in 

developing learners’ skills across Humanities.  

 

Monitoring arrangement  

 

The Head of School and Leadership Team will: 

 

• Monitor the subject through the Landgate self-evaluation and monitoring 

schedule which are reviewed annually 

 

Governors will: 

 

• Monitor the work of each subject through the Landgate self-evaluation and 

monitoring schedule which includes a timetable of Subject meetings and a 

Subject Leader’s report to governors, which are reviewed annually 

 

Subject Leaders will:  

 

• Will complete departmental SES in line with each data input.  

• Monitor/moderate through work sampling, learning walks and lesson 

observations.  

• Review/update assessment systems based on suitability of use.  

• Review/update Long Term Planning based on suitability of use.  

• Create/update and review a Subject Development Plan  

• Monitor the impact of a subject budget.  

• Purchase and organise resources.  

• Monitor the impact of significant developments.  



 

• Review/update risk assessments.  

• Analyse data.  

• Produce a Self-Evaluation Summary.  

• Prepare, attend and participate in link meetings.  

• Audit and support parents/colleagues in their CPD.  

• Keeping up to date with recent developments to the humanities curriculum.  

 

Additional Information  

 

• Resources are organised in boxes according to subject area and curriculum 

focus.  

• Risk assessments for trips and external input are completed in line with the 

Educational Visits regulations.  

 

Links to Policies  

 

• Teaching and Learning  

• Behaviour for Learning  

• Assessment for learning  

• Marking  

• Homework  

• Educational Visits  
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