
Reception Curriculum 

At Landgate School we follow the Early Years Statutory Framework for the Early Years 

Foundation Stage. Activities and opportunities are planned to promote 

development in all 7 Areas of Learning: 

Prime Areas: 

- Personal, and Social Development 

- Physical Development 

- Communication and Language 

Specific Areas: 

- Literacy 

- Maths 

- Understanding the World 

- Expressive Arts and Design 

Our intent is that learners will receive a full and holistic curriculum throughout their 

time in Reception. Our curriculum is focused on ensuring that all learners are given 

the means and opportunity to flourish and grow to reach their full potential whilst 

receiving opportunities to work towards the Early Learning Goals. At Landgate our 

EYFS learning environment, continuous provision and activities are devised to meet 

the needs of each individual learner. Each learner has targets set for each of the 

seven areas of learning, these individual learner targets are evaluated and updated 

every half term. 

The curriculum is a balance of important festivals, local history, cultural experiences 

and following the learner’s interests. At Landgate we follow our learner’s interests as 

much as possible however we also aim to expose learners to a vast range of topics 

and themes to further their interests, provide experiences and exposure to topics 

they may not have had access to previously. 

Our environment is designed to promote play based learning through continuous 

provision and development through focused, adult let activities. Throughout the 

year, the learners will learn through a variety of adult-led and child-initiated 

experiences, which will provide them with opportunities to explore the 

Characteristics of Effective Learning. Learners are encouraged to be independent in 

their learning, with adults facilitating as required. We endeavour to provide first-hand 

experiences which make our curriculum purposeful and relevant. Every learner is 

recognised and celebrated as a unique individual. 

We aim to develop social skills whilst providing opportunities to practise them in a 

safe and nurturing environment, encouraging positive relationships with peers and 

adults alike. Whilst in reception we aim to open our learner’s eyes to the world 

beyond their immediate environment, enabling our learners from an early age to be 

curious, creative, resilient, adventurous and to live happy, healthy and productive 

lives. 



 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Promoting 

enquiry 

 

Possible lines of 

interests- 

I wonder who lives 

here? 

 

Baseline line 

Marvellous Me and 

People Who Help 

me/heroes 

I wonder what all the 

noise is about? 

 

Autumn changes 

Music & Movement 

Celebrations 

 

I wonder how it got 

here? 

 

Dinosaurs Transport, 

changes in history, 

vehicles 

I wonder what will 

happen if? 

 

Growth 

Magic Science 

Minibeasts 

I wonder what’s out 

there … 

 

Exploring 

environments/space 

I wonder what makes a 

splash? 

 

Pirates 

Under the 

sea/creatures 

Prime Areas of 

Learning 

Communication and Language (CL), Personal and  Social Development (PSD), Physical Development (PD) 

These three areas underpin everything we do in EYFS and we ensure that all activities planned promote at least one of these areas. 

Core Literacy 

Texts 

*These may be 

adapted at any 

point to follow 

children’s 

interests 

This is our house 

The family book 

Our class is a family 

Funny Bones 

Goldilocks and the 3 

Bears 

Toddle Woddle 

What the ladybird 

heard 

You must have a Cake  

Stickman 

 

Dear Zoo 

Am I Yours? 

Mr Gumpy’s Motorcar 

Oliver’s vegetables 

The Hungary Caterpillar 

Super worm 

 

 

We’re going on a bear 

hunt 

Whatever Next 

There’s an Alien in your 

book 

 

There’s a shark in the 

park 

Commotion in the 

ocean 

Pizza for Pirates 

Possible 

additional 

quality texts to 

explore together 

to ensure 

learners have 

exposure to texts 

which 

include rhyme, 

rhythm and 

refrains, 

celebrate 

Diversity and 

promote healthy 

Wellbeing and a 

Growth Mindset 

 

That’s not my… 

Interactive lift the flap 

books/noisy books 

To promote book 

handling skills and 

engagement with 

books 

 

Elmo is mindful 

 

Red rockets and 

rainbow jelly 

Three Little Pigs 

Nativity Story 

Non fiction books linked to 

curriculum enhancements 

 

What do you celebrate 

 

The perfect fit 

Elves and the 

shoemaker 

Peepo 
Non fiction books linked to 

curriculum enhancements 

 

Mama Panya’s 

pancakes 

 

I can do it 

Jack and The Beanstalk 

Whose in the egg 
Non fiction books linked to 

curriculum enhancements 

 

The Colour Monster 

 

Same Same but 

different 

Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Non fiction books linked to 

curriculum enhancements  

 

And Tango makes 

three 

 

Hats of faith 

 

The Gingerbread Man 

Rainbow fish 
Non fiction books linked to 

curriculum enhancements 

 

Sully the seahorse 

 

I can handle it 

Core Nursery 

Rhymes 

If You’re happy and 

you know it 

Humpty Dumpty 

Heads Shoulder Knees 

and Toes 

Dingle Dangle 

Scarecrow 

Twinkle Twinkle Little 

Star 

 

Hickory Dickory Dock 

2 Little Dickie Birds 

Incey Wincey Spider 

Open Shut Them 

Wind the Bobbin up 

When Santa Got Stuck 

up the Chimney 

Rudolph the Red Nose 

Reindeer 
 

3 Little Ducks 

Baa Baa Black Sheep 

The Grand Old Duke of 

York 

Down at the station 

The Wheels on the Bus 

Row, Row, Row your 

Boat 

 

 

5 Little Speckled Frogs 

Mary Mary Quite 

Contrary 

Little Bo Peep 

Dr Foster 

Little Peter Rabbit 

Polly Put the Kettle on 

Pat a Cake Pat a Cake 

 

1 Little Finger 

Tommy Thumb 

5 Little Men in a flying 

saucer 

Little Miss Muffet 

Horsey Horsey 

I’m a Little Teapot 

 

1,2,3,4,5 Once I caught 

a fish alive 

5 current buns 

5 Cheeky Monkeys 

Baby Shark 

I had a little turtle 



Expressive Arts 

and Design 

Begins to explore 

sensory 

experiences/messy 

play and tools 

Experiments with 

blocks, colours and 

marks 

Jackson Pollock 

Firework inspired 

artwork with the 

addition of music 

 

Christmas songs 

 

Kandinksy inspired art 

about wheels 

Making thing that 

move 

Junk Modelling/Role 

play 

Henri Matisse inspired 

cutting with nature 

collage 

Van Gogh starry night 

inspired work- textured 

painting 

Claude Monet inspired 

watercolour painting- 

colour/colour mixing. 

Changes 

Natural art 

Fish collage 

Rock art 

 

Understanding 

the World 

Familiar environments 

and objects e.g. from 

home 

School, Local area 

including natural 

objects/loose parts 

Seasonal changes 

 

Celebrations -role 

birthday parties/ 

Diwali/remembrance 

Exploring properties of 

objects- how they 

work, technology 

Comparing -similarities 

and difference/ 

old/modern items and 

ways of life 

Different occupations 

Using beebots 

Safer internet day 

Spring 

Things that grow 

Spring flowers 

Life Cycles 

Space 

Light and dark 

Differences and 

similarities- creating 

timelines of days/ 

routines/lifecycles 

 

Summer plants and 

flowers 

Fish and ocean animals 

Beach 

Plastic/recycling 

awareness 

 

Using the green screen 

to perform pirate 

shanty 

Physical 

Development 

/PE sessions 

Different ways of 

moving 

Dance 

Music and movement 

exploration 

Ball skills rolling, 

throwing, catching, 

kicking 

 

Gymnastics – body 

shapes, balancing, 

jumping, rolling 

 

Different ways of 

moving and climbing 

Including steches and 

yoga 

Athletics 

Running, obstacle 

courses, throwing, 

jumping 

Literacy Focus Throughout each topic continuous provision, group activities and adult led 1:1 activities are planned to promote development in Reading and Writing, for 

example: 

- mark making, squiggle wiggle, letter formation, 1:1 guided reading, story trays, reading area, story role play etc. 

Maths Focus 

 

 

Throughout each topic continuous provision, group activities and adult led 1:1 activities are planned to promote development in Number and Numerical 

Patterns for example: 

- singing, counting, digit dance, organising and categorising, subitising, number recognition, representing numbers, numeral and quantities, adding, 

subtracting, etc. 

- capacity, measuring, weight, 2D shapes, 3D shapes, time, etc. 

 

 

Curricular 

Enhancements 

Harvest 

Autumn Trail  

Birthdays  

Halloween 

Bonfire Night 

Diwali 

Remembrance Day-

cenotaph 

Children in Need 

Christmas 

Chinese New Year  

Valentines Day 

Pancake day/Lent 

(CNY – The runaway 

Wok) 

Valentines 

Fire engine visit 

Road Safety 

Posting a letter 

 

Easter- egg hunt 

Planting seeds- trip to 

farm shop to get some 

Mother’s Day 

Bug hunt 

Holi 

Science week 

Stranger Danger 

Life Cycles (tadpoles 

May) 

Maths day 

History week 

Eid 

Sports and Wellbeing 

week 

Fathers day 

Sun safety 

Beach trip 

Pirate day/party 

 

 



Seven Areas of Learning 

Learner’s knowledge and ability 

Topic/Theme/Learner’s Interests 

Continuous Provision Group Activities/Sessions 

E.g. Attention Autism sessions, sensory stories 

 

1:1 Adult Led Activities 

Planning for 

opportunities for 

development in all 7 

Areas of Learning 

Adult observations 

against ‘Development 

Matters Statements’ and 

each learner’s targets 

Process of Planning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Key Statements 

 

• Continuous Provision: is the resources and areas that adults have laid out for learners to explore freely. They are safe to explore, as well as 

challenging and engaging. Continuous provision encourages learning through play and exploration. A properly set out continuous 

provision gives learners the freedom to be independent choice-makers. Enhanced continuous provision has extra resources added 

because of themes and topics or learner’s interest 

 

• Adult led activities: This is a type of activity or play where the adult plans, organises and shows or tells the learner what they need to do. It 

is a more focused activity aimed at developing certain skills. 

 

• Group sessions: Small group sessions are led by an adult with high learner involvement. Group sessions will have a main focus such as 

morning group, sensory story, attention autism, digit dance etc. They are great for building healthy relationships in the classroom, 

regulating emotions and developing empathy. Learners also develop important listening and attention skills through focussing during 

group sessions. 


